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HMAS SYDNEY - MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Statement 

HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]:  It was my pleasure to be at Leighton Beach last 
Sunday for a memorial service honouring the memory of the crew of the second HMAS Sydney on the sixty-fifth 
anniversary of its sinking.  The service was an acknowledgement of the bond the crew had with the Fremantle 
Surf Life Saving Club.  While the second HMAS Sydney was stationed at Fremantle, many of her crew who had 
surf-lifesaving experience in the eastern states enjoyed the activities of the Fremantle Surf Life Saving Club and 
participated in those activities over time.  These crew members constructed a surf-reel replica, which was 
presented to the club on their return to Fremantle in August 1941.  The ship subsequently departed Fremantle for 
action in the north of Western Australia and was sunk on 19 November 1941, with the loss of all 645 crew.  The 
replica surf-reel has been a perpetual trophy for the winner of the annual surf belt race since 1941. 

The memorial service was attended by the Royal Australian Navy, representatives of the Fremantle Surf Life 
Saving Club, Navy cadets, and relatives, friends and descendants of the Sydney crew.  Sometimes I think we 
forget the contribution of the Navy to our defence forces.  In fact, this Thursday I will be attending a dedication 
service recognising the Navy’s contribution to the Vietnam War.  The Navy’s role in the Vietnam War can 
sometimes be overlooked due to the Army’s larger numerical component.  The converted aircraft carrier used in 
the Vietnam War, also named HMAS Sydney, carried about 16 000 troops during the war and Australian 
clearance divers carried out several thousand ship searches looking for bombs and other explosive devices. 

My father was a pilot in the Fleet Air Arm during World War II and my son was in the Royal Australian Navy, 
so I have a particular sensitivity to the role of the Navy.  The Navy also performs an often unacknowledged role 
in border protection, particularly in the area of illegal fishing, another interest of mine, as the Minister for 
Fisheries will attest. 

I commend the president of the Fremantle Surf Life Saving Club, Colin Duffield, and all those in the club who 
assisted in organising this special occasion to draw attention to the contribution that the surfies of HMAS Sydney 
made to the rich history of the Fremantle club.  I would also encourage members to contribute and advertise 
donations in cash or in-kind sponsorship to the Finding Sydney Foundation, a venture that has great national 
significance.  The families and descendants of the 645 sailors on HMAS Sydney need closure, and a successful 
search will assist in this process. 

House adjourned at 9.56 pm 
__________ 

 
 


